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construction, as it [Hussey's steamplow] was constantly break-
ing. Each plow required a man to hold it, which is not the case
with Fawkes' plows. When we saw it, the axle was broken. In
November of 1856,Hussey wrotein substance, that though ithad
plowed only tenacres, it was in thehands of aman who believed
it would yet be perfected-that he found great difficulty in
arranging suitableplows to work satisfactorily. Since this trial in
Indiana wehave heard nothing of Mr.Hussey's invention-have
not heard aught ofhis practical success."

A shrewd businessperson, McCormick hoped to obtain
Hussey's patents,and eventually he did acquire them. In 1858,
Hussey believed that, despitehis dedicated efforts over alifetime
of challenges tohis patents while struggling to sell machinery,
his reaper business wasin decline, and he sold hisrights to
McCormick. Having survived the Panic of 1837at the beginning
of his career, perhaps Hussey felt thathis business could not
rebound after the Panic of 1857 near theend of his career.

On the 4th of August in 1860,Hussey perished while on his
way to Portland, Maine, to visit his cousin Winslow Hall. The
Portland Advertiser gives this account of what happened: "Mr.
abed Hussey, of Baltimore, the inventor ofthe celebrated Hussey
reaper and mower,lost his life at Exeter, N. H. [New Hampshire],
on Saturday last, by falling between the cars, twoof which
passed directly over his body, across his abdomen, and killing
him instantly. The train usually stopsfive minutes atExeter, N.
H., for refreshment. Mr. Hussey was on boardwith his wife,
infant child and servant. A child, a stranger to Mr.Hussey, asked
for a drink of water, and with that kindness ofheart which has
always characterized him,he voluntarily went for the water.As
he returned thetumbler, the bell rang, the cars then having
stopped seven, in place of five minutes, the usual time. Thetrain
started butwas not going rapidly when Mr. Hussey approached
hurriedly andseized theiron rails ofthe platform at the end ofthe
car, but unfortunately tookhold of the rear railof one car andthe
front rail of the other. In this position he was,of course, unable
to step uponeither car, and either intentionally or accidentally let
go of one rail, whenthe momentum of the carsor his own efforts,
swung hisbody round between thecars, and breaking the grasp
of his other hand, he fell across the track and the wheels of two
passenger carspassed directly over hisbody. The train was
instantly stopped, but life was extinct when his body was
reached."

Hussey was 6.8 years of age.After Hussey's death, many of
Hussey's assets wereliquidated and the profits transferred to
Hussey's widow, whom Husseyhad married only five years prior

to the accident that claimed his life. A brother continued his
machinery business fora time. (See page 7 in the New York
Tribune for July 12, 1866.)

We echo the well-chosen words of historian Albert Sidney
Bolles, who, on page40 of his book entitled Industrial History of
the United States(1878), called Hussey the inventor of"the first
really successful andfamous American reaper."

On Hussey's grave marker are the words "Inventor of the
Mower." So much more could havebeen inscribed on that stone!

*The American Farmer for September 1855 uses both the
American spelling of "plow" and theBritish spelling of "plough."
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