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S o c i e t y. . .

Welcome to 2017, the year of Mt. Healthy’s Bicentennial!
As we begin the new year we welcome some new members to our Society:
Thomas and Claudia Wehmann, Jeanette Hellming, and Sandy Young. We
are happy to have them join with us in our endeavor to preserve Mt. Healthy
history.
Our school education program is in full swing. We again visited the thirdgrade classes of South Elementary to discuss early Mt. Healthy businesses
and this year we are pleased to add the third-graders at North Elementary.
We present two programs during the year, one on businesses and one on
transportation and communications. The classes are also invited to visit our
museum in the spring. South students are able to walk to the museum, and
this year, thanks to a generous grant from the W.E. Smith Family Charitable
Trust, we will be able to provide busses for the students from North for their
visits.
We told you about our new furnace in our last newsletter. Now we also have
a small, more efficient on-demand water heater in the museum. Many thanks
to the handy volunteer who hooked it up for us.
Our cleaning / organizing / inventorying / storage project continues.

- Historical Society president Penny Huber
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The Bicentennial year is here!
Follow updated information on the bicentennial
website: MTH2017.org
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Our newest exhibit
In late November the exhibit committee changed the display in our center case for the holidays. It depicts latenineteenth-century clothing for a small family group: mother, father, and daughter, all dressed up for a seasonal
celebration.

Have you seen our new front porch?
City workers built a new front porch
for the tollhouse, complete with a
concrete step. The old porch floor
was falling apart and had become a
hazard. The Historical Society paid
for all of the materials and the city
provided the labor. Thanks so much
to the workers who gave us this nice
update.
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Christmas Open House
Our Christmas open house was held on Dec. 4,
and was a great success. We had singers (thanks
to Karen Arnett), children’s crafts, Santa and
Mrs. Claus, and – of course – cookies and
punch. Everyone seemed to have a great time.
Thanks to all who helped and everyone who
attended.
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Celebrating Mt. Healthy’s Own
By Karen Arnett

Ms. Susie Fullman (1890 -1987), Mt. Healthy native and lifelong resident of
Harrison Ave., was the fifth generation of her family to live in Mt. Healthy.
Some people remember Miss Susie as a kind elderly lady who sat on her
front porch on Harrison and greeted them on their way to school.
Ms. Susie received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Cincinnati and
taught at the renowned Harriet Beecher Stowe School in the West End.
This school received much attention in its day, both for the quality of education it provided to black students, and for the discussion it generated regarding the issue of racial segregation.
The school’s founder and principal, Dr. Jennie D. Porter, wanted to provide
African American children the same educational experience as white students, but in an environment where they were insulated from experiencing
racism. The all-black school at its height had 3,000 students, and by 1928
provided 113 black teachers with jobs, at a time when it was rare for black
teachers to be hired to teach in the public schools.
June 4, 1961

Dr. Porter, who was the first African American to earn a Doctorate at the
University of Cincinnati, and Cincinnati’s first black principal, was a pioneer
who wholeheartedly believed in the educational work. So much did she believe that she took out a life insurance policy to help pay for a pipe organ for
the school, and in her will, she dedicated her entire estate “for the education
and promotion of Negro youth, to whom I have dedicated most of my life.”
A number of Stowe graduates formed an alumnae group in 1982 with annual
reunions to carry on the legacy. Some observations by alumnae about Porter
from a 1987 Enquirer article:
“She taught us that we were somebody.”
“Her high standards and expectations of excellence weren’t just talk.”

Ms. Susie Fullman with her class
(photos courtesy Arlette Merritt)

“I remember her standing before us in the auditorium drilling in us that we
had to be better, we had to be better.” (Cincinnati Enquirer, 20 October 1987)

The Stowe school served Cincinnati’s West End community from 1914 to 1962. It was a school for elementary through
junior high, and doubled as a community center. There was college preparatory curriculum as well as vocational training,
and state of the art music and sports facilities. The school’s principal, Jennie D. Porter, made it a priority to bring in prominent African Americans, including Paul Robeson, Langston Hughes, George W. Carver and Marian Anderson, to give the
children positive role models to emulate.
Graduates of Stowe school included Theodore M. Berry,
Cincinnati’s first Black mayor; Novella Noble, one of
Cincinnati’s first Black policewomen; and Wilson Gaiter,
first Black city manager of New Haven, CT.
Although successful, the school finally closed in 1962 as
an all-black public school was no longer allowed. The
grand building at 635 W. 7th Street now serves as the
headquarters of Fox19 News.

Our thanks go out to our business members.
Please support these local businesses!

Mt. Healthy

Become a business
member and your card
will be featured here!

Please join us
To become a member, please remit $10.00 (check or cash) per individual to:
Mt. Healthy Historical Society
c/o Treasurer
1546 McMakin Avenue
Mt. Healthy, OH 45231
Or pay through our website (MtHealthyHistory.org)
Individual Membership Form
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

1546 McMakin Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45231

Find us on
Facebook!

