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t h e

S o c i e t y. . .

The New Year always brings with it a time for reflection. Our Society has
undertaken some big projects in the past few years:
We’ve conducted an inventory of our storage area and repacked items in
proper acid-free containers to protect them for years to come.
We’ve instituted a third-grade program with the Mt. Healthy elementary
schools, visiting the classes twice each year and hosting all twelve classes at
the museum in the spring.
And this past October, as part of the Mt. Healthy Bicentennial celebration,
we hosted a day of Living History featuring presentations about ten historical
residents of our town, an event that attracted a large number of visitors.
And of course we’ve also held our regular yearly events: the Ice Cream Social,
a spring yard sale, and a Christmas Open House (see pictures on page 3).
As you can see, we’ve been quite busy trying to bring our history to the public
and to save our collection for future generations. Our thanks to everyone
who has helped with these efforts.

Penny Huber, president

Phone:
513-522-3939
Email:
mt.healthyhistory
@yahoo.com
Website:
www.mthealthy
history.org

The Mt. Healthy Historical Society Museum is open most
Tuesday and Saturday mornings, 9-11, and the first Sunday
of each month (except January and February), 1-3 p.m.
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Our latest center-case exhibit features a modern couple of the
early twentieth century ready to head off in their new motor
car to visit family for the holidays.
Their luggage is ready to go. They have a foot warmer to keep
their toes comfy on the trip, and a lamp to light their way after
the sun goes down.
In the early years of motoring, riding in a car could be a dirty
activity. America’s roads were nearly all unpaved, which
meant that any ride, even of just a few miles, could leave driver
and passengers covered in dust. The solution: the duster, a
basic overcoat, generally of lightweight material, that served to
keep the traveler’s clothes clean and presentable.
In the 1920s paved roads became much more common, and
the need to protect one’s clothing from the dust kicked up by
cars became a thing of the past. Women’s clothing had also
evolved by this time, as shorter and simpler styles replaced the
old floor-length frilly dresses of earlier decades.
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Christmas
Open House
2017
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A restful retreat…

In 1913 the local phone company announced that it would be creating a “rest farm” for telephone operators on
property at the northern edge of the Mt. Healthy. An article in the Cincinnati Enquirer explained that “the company
wanted a resort for overworked operators and those temporarily afflicted with nervousness” because “the duty of
daily answering hundreds of calls and giving prompt service creates quite a strain.” Another article gave further
details:
The Cincinnati and Suburban Bell Telephone Co. has purchased ‘Hazelhurst,’ a famous old countryside estate, near Cincinnati, Ohio. The building, which is located in the center of a 10-acre tract
of rolling ground, is ‘T’ shaped, with more than 40 bedrooms, and a porch running the entire
length of the house. It has been remodeled by the company for its new purpose.
Hazelhurst is located in the midst of fruit orchards and has all the modern conveniences including
gas, electric lights, city water and steam heat throughout. It will be open winter and summer and
will be in charge of a matron. About 50 girls will be accommodated at a time. A tennis court and
other means of recreation have been provided.
The retreat opened in May 1914, and was believed to be the first of its kind. Hazelhurst was closed in 1930.
All that remains is the name, now attached to the trailer park at the north end of Harrison Ave.
(From A Pleasant and Healthy Place: The Origin and Evolution of Mt. Healthy, Ohio)
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These photos all appear in a scrapbook in our
collection.

The caption reads “Where I spent my happy hours with a jolly ‘bunch’ on our first vacation at Hazelhurst July 8-12,” 1914.
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Our thanks to our business members.
Please support these local businesses!

Mt. Healthy

Become a business
member and your card
will be featured here.
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Please join us
To become a member, please remit check or cash :
Mt. Healthy Historical Society
c/o Treasurer
1546 McMakin Avenue
Mt. Healthy, OH 45231
Or pay through our website (MtHealthyHistory.org)
Individual Membership Form
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate membership type:

Individual ($10)

Business ($25)

1546 McMakin Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45231

Find us on
Facebook!
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